Appl. No. 10/684,235 

Response to Office Action dated April 9, 2007 



REMARKS 

This Response is submitted in reply to the Office Action dated April 9, 2007 in 
conjunction with the enclosed Request for Continued Examination. Applicants have 
amended independent claims 1, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 39, 41, 43, 45 and 47, and 
Applicants have added new dependent claims 49-72. No new matter has been added 
to the application. Enclosed is a Petition for a Three Month Extension of Time to reply 
to the Office Action. Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-1818 for all fees due and 
owing in connection with this Response. 

The Office Action rejects claims 39 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,697,843 to Manship ("Manship"). Applicants disagree with such 
rejection for the reasons provided below. 

The Office Action concludes that Manship teaches an exhibition which replaces 

symbols on reels, relying upon Fig. 5 and Columns 6-7 of Manship. Specifically, the 

Office Action states the following: 

'843 teaches an exhibition which . . . replaces at least two adjacent symbols on at 
least one of the video reels (static symbols replaced with exhibition which is an 
animation or dynamic symbols; the interpreter is interpreting the claims as 
broadly as reasonable) adjacent to at least one other of the video reels when one 
of the symbols or a combination of the symbols occurs on the video reels 
("Swinging Bells" mode with bells in center row and center column, Fig. 5, Col. 6, 
Line 60 to Col. 7, Line 31.) 

Applicants submit that Manship does not make such replacement disclosure. 

Manship's Fig. 5 shows the triggering condition for the Swinging Bells mode. The 

triggering condition is the formation of a cross by the bells. Such cross formation occurs 

based on the random spinning of Manship's reels and does not involve any symbol 

replacement. The text relied upon by the Office Action states the following: 

FIG. 4d shows a pay-out table 68 that is associated with the game element 
resembling a "bell". The microprocessor-based circuit only pays out from this 
pay-out table when the machine 10 has entered the "Swinging Bells" mode and 
the element "bell" is displayed in one or more of the cells 32 in the array. To 
enter this mode, during game play, the array 30 must display "bells" in the cells 
32 along the center row and the center column (ie. in the form of a cross) and 
this is shown in FIG. 5. In the "Swinging Bells" mode, the display colours are 
enhanced by the microprocessor-based circuit and the "bells" in the cells 32 are 
enlarged. During a game play in this mode, when a "bell" appears in a cell 32, 
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the "bell" swings back and forth on the screen 14, and the audio of the game 
changes and rings in time with the swinging motion of the bell or bells. Also, the 
audio output of the machine 10 increases as the number of displayed "bells" 
increases. The enhanced colours and the increased activity presented on the 
screen 14 have significant phycological effects which increase the video slot 
machine's appeal to a player. 

It should be apparent that when the machine 10 is in the "Swinging Bells" mode, 
payouts from the other pay-out tables are made if a winning combination of game 
elements stored in these tables appears on the screen 14 during a game play. 

Once the game has entered the "Swinging Bells" mode, it remains in the mode 
for a total of nine wheel "spins" or game plays. The number of spins remaining in 
the mode are shown in the indicator area 44 as stars 70. During the "Swinging 
Bells" mode, the total bet 41 on a game play cannot be raised over what it was in 
the game play just before the "Swinging Bells" mode was entered. Similar to the 
other pay-out tables 62 to 66, the microprocessor-based circuit pays out from the 
pay-out table 68 by multiplying the pay-out value associated with the winning 
combination of elements by the total bet 41. After the nine spins, the machine 
reverts back to normal operation until a game play results in the "bells" being 
displayed in the array 32 in the form of a cross. 

Nowhere in such text does Manship disclose or mention a replacement of 
symbols. Manship states that its bells in the cells 32 are enlarged. Such enlargement 
is not a disclosure of replacement. Manship states that ". . . the audio output of the 
machine 10 increases as the number of displayed "bells" increases." However, 
Manship does not state whether the audio output increases based on the number of 
bells displayed before or after the Swinging Bells mode starts. For example, before 
such mode starts, the reels could display the five bells to form the cross plus a sixth 
bell, and, in such case, the audio output could vary with the number of bells displayed. 
In such event, the increased number of bells would not require the replacement of 
symbols. For all of the reasons provided above, Applicants submit that Manship does 
not disclose symbol replacement. 

Furthermore, under the heading, "Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102," the Office 
Action asserts that Manship discloses the elements of claims 41, 43, 45, 47, 1, 15, 17, 
19, 21, 23, 25, and 2, though the Office Action does not expressly reject such claims 
under 35 U.S.C. §102(b). If the Office Action rejects such claims under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by Manship, Applicants disagree with such rejection for the 
reasons provided above. 
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The Office Action rejects claims 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 28, 40, 42, 44, 46 and 48 
under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Manship in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,142,874 to Kodachi ("Kodachi") and U.S. Patent No. 5,609,524 to Inoue ("Inoue"). 
The Office Action rejects claims 4-9 and 28-33 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Manship in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,542,669 to Charron, et al 
("Charron") and U.S. Patent No. 4,836,546 to DiRe, et al ("DiRe"). Applicants disagree 
with such rejections at least for the reasons provided above with respect to Manship. 

Despite Applicants' disagreement with such rejections, Applicant made certain 
claim amendments. The purpose of the amendments is to direct the claims toward a 
different embodiment. Applicants did not make such amendments to overcome any of 
the rejections of the Office Action. Applicants reserve the right to pursue the 
patentability of the subject matter of the claims submitted in the April 4, 2006 Response 
through a continuation application. 

Applicants have amended independent claims 1, 15 and 17 to incorporate the 
following elements: a plurality of video reels adapted to be displayed by said display 
device at a plurality of positions of the display device and controlled by said processor, 
each one of the video reels providing a plurality of symbol positions, the symbol 
positions including a first position, a second position and a third position, the first, 
second and third positions being located adjacent to one another; a plurality of symbols 
displayed at the plurality of symbol positions of said video reels, the symbols including: 
a first one of the symbols displayed at the first symbol position; a second one of the 
symbols displayed at the second symbol position; and a third one of the symbols 
displayed at the third symbol position; a plurality of game outcomes; and an exhibition 
which is controlled by the processor and displayed by said display device after one of 
the game outcome occurs, the exhibition replacing the first, second and third symbols. 
Applicants submit that the references identified above do not separately or collectively 
disclose such elements. 

Applicants have amended independent claims 19, 21 and 23 to incorporate the 
following elements: a plurality of video reels adapted to be displayed by said display 
device at a plurality of positions of the display device and controlled by said processor, 



23 



Appl. No. 10/684,235 

Response to Office Action dated April 9, 2007 

each one of the video reels providing a plurality of symbol positions, the symbol 
positions including a first position, a second position and a third position, the first, 
second and third positions being located adjacent to one another; a plurality of symbols 
displayed at the plurality of symbol positions of said video reels, the symbols including: 
a first one of the symbols displayed at the first symbol position; a second one of the 
symbols displayed at the second symbol position; and a third one of the symbols 
displayed at the third symbol position; a plurality of game outcomes; and an exhibition 
which is controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device 
after one of the game outcome occurs, the exhibition displaying the first symbol in 
changed form, one or more parts of the changed first symbol being displayed at the first, 
second and third symbol positions at a same time. Applicants submit that the 
references identified above do not separately or collectively disclose such elements. 

Applicants have amended independent claims 25, 39 and 41 to incorporate the 
following elements: a plurality of video reels adapted to be displayed by said display 
device at a plurality of positions of the display device and controlled by said processor, 
each one of the video reels providing a plurality of symbol positions, the symbol 
positions including a first position, a second position and a third position, the first, 
second and third positions being located adjacent to one another; a plurality of symbols 
displayed at the plurality of symbol positions of said video reels, the symbols including: 
a first one of the symbols displayed at the first symbol position; a second one of the 
symbols displayed at the second symbol position; and a third one of the symbols 
displayed at the third symbol position; a plurality of game outcomes; and an exhibition 
which is controlled by the processor and displayed by said display device after one of 
the game outcome occurs, the exhibition displaying the first symbol expanding in one or 
more directions so as to be displayed on the first, second and third symbol positions at 
a same time. Applicants submit that the references identified above do not separately 
or collectively disclose such elements. 

Applicants have amended independent claims 43, 45 and 47 to incorporate the 
following elements: a plurality of video reels adapted to be displayed by said display 
device at a plurality of positions of the display device and controlled by said processor, 
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each one of the video reels providing a plurality of symbol positions, the symbol 
positions including a first position, a second position and a third position, the first, 
second and third positions being located adjacent to one another; a plurality of symbols 
displayed at the plurality of symbol positions of said video reels, the symbols including: 
a first one of the symbols displayed at the first symbol position; a second one of the 
symbols displayed at the second symbol position; and a third one of the symbols 
displayed at the third symbol position; a plurality of game outcomes; and an exhibition 
which is controlled by the processor and adapted to be displayed by said display device 
after one of the game outcome occurs, the exhibition displaying the first symbol 
expanded in one or more directions so as to be displayed at the first, second and third 
symbol positions at a same time, the expanded first symbol replacing at least part of the 
second and third symbols. Applicant submits that the references identified above do not 
separately or collectively disclose such elements. 

An earnest endeavor has been made to place this application in condition for 
formal allowance and in the absence of more pertinent art such action is courteously 
solicited. If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Response, Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Renatd°L. Smith 
Reg. No. 45,117 
Customer No. 29159 



Dated: October 3, 2007 
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